
Top 2 Mistakes Drivers Make at Multi-Lane Roundabouts

Stopped/At Fault

Yielding

Circulating

KEY

Circulating traffic 
has the right of 
way. Continue to 
your exit and do 
not stop within 
the roundabout.

The entering driver (red) is at 
fault due to failure to yeild to 
the circulating vehicle (green).
  
The driver in the inside lane 
of the roundabout can either 
exit or continue circulating.  
  
Entering vehicle must yield to 
all traffic coming from the left.

Drivers must 
yield to all 
traffic coming 
from the left.

Drivers enter only 
when there is a 
safe gap in traffic.

Drivers must yield 
to pedestrians and 
bicyclists using the 
crosswalks.

Failure to yield on entry to BOTH lanes in the 
roundabout
PROBLEM: Many drivers entering a multi-lane roundabout in the right lane are not yielding 
to traffic in the inside lane exiting out of the roundabout. 

SOLUTION: Yield to both lanes of traffic already in the roundabout when entering a 
roundabout.

Incorrect lane choice

 

Drivers in the outside 
(right) lane are not 
allowed to turn left, they 
must exit the 
roundabout, Drivers in 
the left lane may exit or 
turn left.

In this type of crash, the 
driver of the RED car is at 
fault for failing to obey the 
lane use signs and choosing 
the incorrect lane.

Drivers wishing to turn left 
must be in the left (inside) 
lane before entering the 
roundabout.

Multiple signs and pavement 
markings on every approach 
remind drivers of the need to 
choose the proper lane.

Failure to use the proper lane 
can result in a ticket or a 
crash

PROBLEM: Many drivers are not following the signs and pavement marking for the correct 
lane.  For example, drivers try to make a left turn from the right lane (circulating around in the 
outside lane).  

SOLUTION: Similar to traditional intersections, always follow the signs & pavement markings 
to get in the correct lane before entering a roundabout.  In most cases, drivers should not 
make left turns from the right lane or right turns from the left lane unless the signs and 
markings indicate that those unique movements are permitted at a particular intersection.
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