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Nice to meet you, Alex!
In an effort to get to know all of the new faces 

around, we are spotlighting a Recreation and 
Parks Staff member in each newsletter and 
including the “What Else Can You Tell Us” 
feature below with responses from members 
and volunteers.

Recreation Supervisor Alex Drake 
started his position on Oct. 3. His office is 
located in the Phyllis A Ernst Senior Center, 
but you may recognize him because he has 
worked seasonally and part-time for the 
Recreation and Parks Department since May of 
2001. He began his employment with us as a lifeguard and swim lesson 
instructor when he was just 15. 

In 2006, Alex assumed the role of pool manager and spent a year in 
2009 working at the Community Center’s front desk. Alex graduated in 
2008 from Edinboro University of Pennsylvania (where he was a four-
year member of the swim team). Prior to his full-time employment with 
the City of Hilliard, Alex worked for Columbus City Schools as a 
substitute teacher and reading and math tutor. A Hilliard City Schools 
graduate, he also coached swimming at Grove City High School in 2010.

Who were you named after? 
Mary Ann Partlow (volunteer): Great 
Grandmother
John Shary (member): John Hancock
Alex: No one

Do you have your tonsils? 
Mary Ann: No
John: Yes
Alex: Yes

What is your favorite ice 
cream? 
Mary Ann: Butter Pecan 
John: Double Chocolate
Alex: Graeter’s Chocolate Chip

Would you bungee jump? 
Mary Ann: No
John: No
Alex: Yes

What is your favorite cereal? 
Mary Ann: Chex
John: Oatmeal
Alex: Captain Crunch

Do you untie your shoes 
when you take them off? 
Mary Ann: No slip ons
John: Yes
Alex: No

WHAT ELSE CAN YOU TELL US?

Membership Renewal
Memberships are valid for a period of 

12 months. A renewal form is available 
in the office. Memberships are $15. 
Complimentary memberships are 
provided to those 90 years of age 

and older.

Recreation & Parks 
Department

3810 Veterans Memorial Drive
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

(614) 876-0747

Senior 
Center

PHYLLIS A. ERNST

http://www.hilliardohio.gov
http://www.hilliardohio.gov


Registration
Sign up begins at 9 a.m. Oct. 24 for all 
November and December programs.

PLAY! Program & Activity Guide
For additional information on daily 
programs pick up a Fall/Winter 
Program & Activity Guide.

Winter Weather Policy
If Hilliard City Schools are canceled 
due to the weather, all of the programs 
and activities at the Recreation and 
Parks Department are canceled. Please 
don’t risk driving or walking in poor 
or hazardous weather conditions. 
Remember, side streets and parking 
lots are often the last to be cleared!

2011 Hall of Fame
Congratulations to our 2011 Senior 
Hall of Fame inductees. Mr. & Mrs. 
John and Beverly Crumley and Mr. 
Frank Miller (posthumous). The 2011 
Induction Ceremony was held at 2 
p.m. Sunday, Oct. 2, 2011 at the 
Phyllis A. Ernst Senior Center. This 
was the 25th annual ceremony. All 
three nominees have been very active 
in our community. Mr. Miller is 
credited with having helped to build 
one of the first baseball fields at J.W. 
Reason Elementary School which 
ultimately lead to the creation of the 
Hilliard Baseball Association. Mr. & 
Mrs. Crumley founded and have 
continued to organize the Adopt a 
Family which has had a huge impact 
upon our community. 

Prayer Luncheon
Due to the holidays, the Prayer 
luncheons for November and 
December are being held together on 
Friday, Dec. 2. The cost is $4 and an 
area minister presents a short message. 
Lunch is served at noon. Reservation 
is due the day before. 

Election Day
The Phyllis A Ernst Senior Center is a 
poling site on Tuesday, Nov. 8.

Thank You Chicken and 
Noodle Dinner Volunteers
The Hilliard Happiness Club raised 
$851.25 at the annual Chicken and 
Noodle Dinner. Thank you to Joy 
Hoffman for all her hard work in 
making the homemade noodles and in 
organizing this fund-raiser. Thank 
you to all of the volunteers who also 
worked hard the day of the event 
serving, washing dishes, baking pies 
and all of the other duties. Finally, 
thank you to all who purchased a 
ticket and attended this event. We are 
fortunate to have such active and 
dedicated volunteers! 

Dessert Nights: New Time for 
the Winter Months
Get together for dessert, cards, 
puzzles, games and other social 
activities. Please register by 4 p.m. the 
preceding day. $2 payable the night of 
5:30-8 p.m. 

• Thursday, Nov. 3 
• Canceled Nov. 17 due to 
Thanksgiving Luncheon. 
• Thursday, Dec. 15.
• Canceled Dec. 1 due City Tree 
Lighting.

Free Lunch & Learn Sessions
•	  ESTATE	  PLANNING:	  Gary 
Sickles from Safe Harbor shares 
information about living wills, 
financial and healthcare durable 
powers of attorney and revocable 
living trusts. 11 a.m., Monday, 
Nov. 7. 
•	  MEDICAID	  PLANNING:	  Gary 
Sickles discusses how to protect 
assets and income from the cost 
of long-term care, as well as how 
to plan proactively for the 
purposes of Medicaid and long-
term care. 11 a.m., Monday, 
Dec. 5.

Advance registration is required for 
catering by Jason’s Deli in Dublin.

History of the Holidays
Holidays, whether somber or jovial, 
are a time for families and 
communities to come together, 
commemorate historic events and 
usher in the seasons. Whether sacred 
or secular, every celebration has its 
own unique story. Discover the history 
behind the holidays as entertaining 
speaker Jim Collins is our guest today. 
Refreshments provided by Darby 
Glenn Nursing and Rehab.

• Wednesday, Nov. 9, 2-3 p.m. 
Please register in advance. 

Veterans Day Luncheon
Join us in honoring our senior veterans 
at a special luncheon program. We 
salute all the men and women who 
have served our country. This lunch is 
open to all and free for veterans. The 
Music Men, a barbershop quartet, 
perform.

• Thursday, Nov. 10, Noon; $4 all 
others.

Medicare Seminar
Don Olsen answers your questions 
about Medicare.

• Tuesday, Nov. 15, 1 p.m. Please 
register in advance.
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Dine & Discover with Carriage 
Court
Carriage Court hosts this luncheon at 
11:30 a.m. on the third Friday of the 
month. Register in advance, space is 
limited. Carriage Court provides an 
informative speaker after lunch. 

• Nov. 18. No luncheon in 
December.

Happiness Club
Reservations are due by 4 p.m. the 
Tuesday before the lunch. Call Bev 
Burkitt at 876-7900 with cancelations 
or questions. Lunch begins at noon. 
The cost of the meal is $4 and you are 
responsible for the cost if you sign up.
• Nov. 4 (Change of date): Dessert 

Committee members: Helen Hall, 
Chairperson, Betty Cunniberti, 
Joan Mare, Betty Gourley, Helen 
Johnson, Florence Magaslski, 
Carol Killilea, Don Weiser and 
Sue Litzinger 

• Dec. 9: Dessert committee 
members: Peggy Hines, 
Chairperson, Gary Hines, Ron & 
Mary Graham, Bea Friesen, Jan 
Peters, Jeanette Wilson, Ruth 
Miller, Ed Wackerman and Tom 
Breibach

Please give a round of applause to Bev 
Burkitt for her years of managing the 
Happiness Club Luncheon!  She does 
an excellent job and we appreciate all 
her time and devotion to this program.

Thanksgiving Luncheon
Featuring all the traditional favorites 
including turkey, mashed potatoes, 
dressing, green beans, cranberries and 
pumpkin pie. 3c Highway performs.

• Thursday, Nov. 17, Noon. $8 
member/$10 non-member. 
Register in advance. Space is 
limited.

Euchre, Pinochle & Bridge 
Canceled
Due to the special meals, afternoon 
bridge and euchre are canceled on 
Nov. 17, 23 and Dec. 21. Please note, 
the center closes at 2 p.m. December 
27-30. Please talk to Dave to re-
schedule your group.

Holiday Mailbox
The Senior Center holiday mailbox 
opens Dec. 1! If you would like to share 
holiday wishes with your friends at the 
center, we take care of the delivery in-
house. We know it’s expensive to mail 
cards so we “employ” some elves to sort  
and deliver at the center (we won’t 
actually mail the cards). Bring your 
cards with the recipient’s name on the 
envelope arranged alphabetically to the 
office. Cards are available for pick up at 
the office until Jan. 15 (those remaining 
are recycled). 

Letters to Santa Volunteers
We are looking for Elves to assist with 
response letters to send to Hilliard 
children who deliver letters to Santa’s 
mailbox. Volunteers are needed to fill 
in a child’s name and small post script 
to a completed form letter. Letters can 
be picked up Dec. 2-16. 

Let’s Make a Deal!
Suzanne from Dublin Retirement 
Village hosts this game show. Please 
make a reservation for this fun, free 
afternoon of dealing!

• Thursday, Dec. 15, 1 p.m.

Christmas Luncheon
Celebrate the season with us at our 
annual Christmas luncheon. 

• Wednesday, Dec. 21, Noon, $8 
member/$10 non-member. 
Register and pay in advance. 
Space is limited.

Poker Keno
Mayfair Village is sponsoring Poker 
Keno on Tuesday, Nov. 29 and Thursday, 
Dec. 29. Free. Register in advance.

Noon Year’s Eve Luncheon
Get ready to dance the afternoon away 
at our Noon Year’s Eve Party! The 
River Rats perform and we enjoy the 
tradition of pork and sauerkraut, 
mashed potatoes and a toast at noon! 

• Friday, Dec. 30, 11 a.m.; $8 
member/$10 non-member. 
Register and pay in advance. 
Space is limited. 

Wii Bowling Results
Congratulations to our Wii Bowling 
teams! The Phyllis A. Ernst Senior 
Center hosted the preliminaries on 
Aug. 26. The Lively Bowlers came in 
first, Close Shave second and The 
Groovin Grannies third. The teams 
competed in the finals at Dodge 
Recreation Center on Sept. 9 where 
the Groovin Grannies came in second! 
Way to go bowlers!

Computer Class
New classes are forming in late 
winter. Please check the January/
February newsletter for dates and 
times.

Taxes
AARP tax assistance begins in 
February. Please check the January/
February newsletter for dates and 
times and details on making an 
appointment. 

Manicures and Pedicures: New 
Fee
Dee Black offers this service the first 
and third Tuesdays of the month. The 
fee is $30 for a pedicure and $20 for a 
manicure. Please call the office to 
schedule your appointment. 
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Nov. 4: Captain America 
Rated PG-13 “Captain America: The 
First Avenger” focuses on the early 
days of the Marvel Universe when 
Steve Rogers (Chris Evans) 
volunteers to participate in an 
experimental program that turns him 
into the Super Soldier known as 
Captain America. As Captain 
America, Rogers joins forces with 
Bucky Barnes (Sebastian Stan) and 
Peggy Carter (Hayley Atwell) to 
wage war on the evil HYDRA 
organization, led by the villainous 
Red Skull.

Nov. 18: Snow Flower & the 
Secret Fan Rated PG-13 Inspired 
by the bestselling novel by Lisa See, 
this film tells stories of friendship. In 
19th-century China, 7-year-old girls 
Snow Flower and Lily are matched as 
laotong and bound together for 
eternity. Isolated by their families, 
they communicate by writing in a 
secret language between the folds of a 
white silk fan. In a parallel story in 
present day Shanghai, the laotong’s 
descendants struggle to maintain their 
own childhood friendship in the face 
of demanding careers and 
complicated love lives. 

Dec. 9: Water for Elephants
Rated PG-13 Based on the acclaimed 
bestseller, “Water for Elephants” 
presents an unexpected romance in a 
uniquely compelling setting. 
Veterinary school student Jacob 
meets and falls in love with Marlena, 
a star performer in a circus of a 
bygone era. They discover beauty 
amidst the world of the Big Top, and 
come together through their 
compassion for a special elephant.
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FRIDAY FLICKS

Hilliard Community 
Assistance Council
We have a basket for food donations 
in the lounge if you would like to 
make a contribution. Nancy and 
John Bryner deliver the food to the 
Council. 

Crafts for Sale
Please take the time to browse the 
many wonderful creative crafts for 
sale in the lounge. The Wednesday 
crafters have been busy creating all 
kinds of items from American Girl 
Doll Clothes to aprons to wreaths 
and much more. They make nice 
holiday gifts!

HEAP
The Home Energy Assistance 
Program is a federally funded 
program administered by Ohio’s 
Office of Community Service. It is 
designed to help eligible low-income 
Ohioans meet the high costs of home 
heating. If you are eligible for 
assistance, the amount of your one-
time HEAP benefit will depend on 
federal funding levels, how many 
people live with you, total household 
income, and the primary fuel you 
use. In most cases, the one-time 
benefit will be a credit applied to 
your energy bill. Call HEAP (614) 
752-8808 from 7 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday for more 
information. 

Coupon Clippers
Volunteers clip donated coupons and 
file them in a box located at the 
center on the coffee bar. Please feel 
free to stop in and select coupons 
that are of use to you. A second box 
is available for depositing coupons 
you are not going to use.
 
Library 
A wide selection of books, movies, 
books on tape, and puzzles are on 
hand for your enjoyment. Computers 
and printers are also available for 
use.

NEWS & NOTES, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3



Local Shop
The center bus picks you up at your 
home if you live in the City of 
Hilliard and departs from the center at  
11 a.m. on Fridays; $2. Please call in 
advance to make a reservation.

• Nov. 4: Meijer
• Nov. 18: Kroger
• Dec. 2: Wal Mart
• Dec. 16: Meijer
• Dec. 30: Kroger

Red Hat
Grove City Scarlet Bonnet Brigade 
has invited us to help them celebrate 
10 years of Red Hat fun. The day 
includes shopping with Red Hat 
vendors, a luncheon, a fashion show 
and entertainment by Todd Berry, 
along with door prizes and a 50/50 
raffle. 

• Bus leaves at 9:15 a.m. Tuesday, 
Nov. 8,  returns at 4 p.m; $20 
payable to Grove City and a $3 
fee payable to City of Hilliard. 
Register in advance.

Dignified Diners Chef-O-Nette
Started in the ’50s, the Chef-O-Nette 
offers authentic diner cuisine, from 
staples such as burgers (try the 
Hangover), fries and milkshakes to 
American classics such as meatloaf, 
beef tips and noodles, roast chicken 
and tapioca pudding. This is 
historically regarded as America’s 
first drive-through window. After 
lunch browse and shop at Lane 
Avenue Shopping Center. 

• Bus leaves at 10:30 a.m., 
Monday, Nov. 14; lunch at 11 
a.m.; $3, plus lunch OYO.

Tour of Ohio’s BCI
The Ohio Bureau of Criminal 
Investigation provides investigative 
assistance and a first-rate crime lab to 
meet the needs of Ohio law 
enforcement and protect Ohio 
families. Similar to the techniques 
people may have heard about on 
crime shows such as CSI, participants 
learn about and view some of the 
technology BCI forensic scientists use 

to process evidence including DNA, 
firearms, latent fingerprints, chemical 
substances and most other types of 
evidence found at a crime scene. A 
Crime Scene truck is on hand to show 
some of the equipment and techniques 
that Special Agents use to collect 
evidence from the scene of a crime.

• Bus leaves at 9 a.m., Monday, 
Nov. 28, tour begins at 10 a.m.; 
$5, plus lunch OYO after the tour.

Christmas Lights Tour 
Travel by center bus to view lights 
and Christmas decorations around 
Hilliard and Columbus. Begin the 
evening with dinner at Cracker Barrel 
then sit back and relax and enjoy the 
lights.

• Bus leaves at 4:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, Dec. 6; $5, plus dinner 
OYO. 

Evans Center’s Acting Group 
Presents Christmas Choir
Enjoy this play at the Evans Grove 
City Senior Center. The Christmas 
choir has never sounded worse!! 
Perhaps it’s because of the lack of 
talent or not enough rehearsals! 
Before the show we travel to 
Tristano’s Chicago Pizza House in 
Grove City for lunch. Lennie 
Tristano, was a pianist of exceptional 
skill and coordination. Lennie first 
studied music with his mother, a 
vocational pianist, opera singer, and 
the woman who created and perfected 
many of the recipes on the menu, 
including the Chicago-style pizza.

• Bus leaves at 10:45 a.m., 
Thursday, Dec. 8; $5, plus lunch 
OYO and  canned food donation.

Marion Prison Christmas Show
Travel to Marion for this center 
favorite at the Marion Correctional 
Institute for the annual Christmas 
performance which is written, 
directed and performed by inmates. 
Following the show, we stop for a late 
lunch. 

• Bus leaves 11 a.m., Monday, 
Dec. 12; $7, plus lunch OYO.

 
Dignified Diners BJ’s 
Brewhouse Restaurant & Last 
Minute Shopping
BJ’s Brewhouse offers everything 
from exciting appetizers to its 
signature deep dish pizzas and fresh 
salads. After lunch enjoy some last- 
minute shopping at Tuttle Mall.

• Bus leaves at 11 a.m., Monday, 
Dec. 19; $3, plus lunch OYO.

Dickens’s Victorian Village
Travel by motor coach to Cambridge, 
Ohio. See the historic downtown 
transformed into a holiday Victorian 
Village. Shopping, dinner and the 
holiday light display included.

• Bus leaves at 10 a.m., Tuesday, 
Dec. 13; $5 registration; $69 
payable to The Fun Bus.

Washington, D.C.
Tour the Marine Corp Museum, 
Arlington National Cemetery, 
Smithsonian Institute, White House 
visitors center, Lincoln Cottage, 
Arlington National Cemetery, Capitol 
Visitors Center and Library of 
Congress, Ford’s Theatre, Peterson 
House and monuments, including 
WWII, Roosevelt’s, Vietnam Wall, 
Korean Memorial, Lincoln Memorial, 
Jefferson Memorial, and Pentagon 
911 Memorial. Oct 8-11, 2012; $847/
dbl, $738/triple, $1,177/single with 
$250 deposit. Pick up a flyer at the 
center for more information.
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22nd Annual City of Hilliard 
Tree Lighting
Historical Village at Weaver Park,* 
6-8 p.m., Dec. 1. Begin the holiday 
season with the lighting of the 
Historical Village and the City tree 
by Mayor Don Schonhardt. Enjoy 
musical selections by the Scioto 
Darby Elementary first-grade choir 
under the direction of Joyce Brandt. 
This festive evening also includes a 
visit by Santa, ice sculpting 
demonstrations, reindeer, cookie 
decorating and hot chocolate.

Holiday Light Display
Historical Village at Weaver Park* 
and at the adjacent JSS Building 
and fairgrounds. 

• Dec. 2-31, 2011, 5-10 p.m.  

Hollyfest Art & Craft Show
Handmade items for sale from more 
than 118 crafters at Hilliard 
Davidson High School. Live 
entertainment, food and fun!

• Saturday, Dec. 3, 9 a.m.-4 
p.m; $4/general public, $2/
Golden Buckeye/Children 12 & 
under, free. 

Firefighters Toys for Tots
Bring new toys and food donations 
off to the Norwich Township Fire 
Station to benefit the Hilliard 
Community Assistance Council. 

Olde Hilliard Christmas
Free activities in the Historic 
Village on Dec. 2, 3, 9 and 10. Visit
www.destinationhilliard.com for 
more information.

Lions Club Santa Breakfast
• Saturday, Dec. 10, 9-11 a.m.; 
$5 includes, pancakes, sausage 
and orange juice at Phyllis A. 
Ernst Senior Center.

Santa in the Red Caboose
Presented by the NW Franklin 
County Historical Society in the 
Historical Village at Weaver Park.*

• Sunday, Dec. 11, 2:30-6 p.m.; 
free. All buildings -- lit for the 
holiday season -- are open for 
tours. Refreshments served.

Charles Dickens: A 
Christmas Carol and 
Musical Concerts
Performances of A Christmas Carol in 
the museum. Historical Village at 
Weaver Park. Children activities in 
the old school house. Historical 
village open to the public.

• Friday, Dec. 16, 7 p.m.
• Saturday, Dec. 17, 11 a.m., 2 
and 7 p.m.; musical performances 
between shows. Admission: One 
toy (for Firefighters for Kids) or 
five prepackaged food items or 
cash donation (for Hilliard 
Community Assistance Council).

Handel’s Messiah
Performance by the Hilliard Arts
Council chorus, accompanied by 
harpsichord and string ensemble. 
www.hilliardartscouncil.org 

• Sunday, Dec. 18, 3 p.m. Free.

*	  Weaver Park is adjacent to the 
Franklin County Fairgrounds and 
can be accessed from Main Street or 
Columbia Street in Old Hilliard.
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SPECIAL EVENTS

Wellness Wednesday Lunch
Staying active, maintaining spiritual 
well-being and eating well are keys 
to living a longer, healthier life, no 
matter how old you are. Nurture your 
mind, body and spirit through lunch 
and educational programs on the 
third Wednesday of the month. 
“Laughing Your Way Through 
Life” is the presentation sponsored 
by Vista Innovative Hospice Care. 

• Wednesday, Nov. 9, 11:30 a.m.; 
$2 lunch if you attend the 
seminar. Register in advance.

Chair Massages
There are no chair massages in 
November or December due to 
scheduling conflicts and holidays.

HEALTH & 
WELLNESS

http://www.destinationhilliard.com
http://www.destinationhilliard.com
http://www.hilliardartscouncil.org
http://www.hilliardartscouncil.org
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From Us to You!
The Recreation and Parks 
Department staff would like to 
thank all of the members for your 
support, encouragement and 
acceptance during these past 
months. Our staff has been working 
hard to become familiar with faces, 
names and the daily activities. We 
pledge to work diligently to serve 
you by bringing positive changes 
and additions to your center while 
still maintaining the high quality of 
services, programs and activities to 
which you are accustomed. We 
hope you find our efforts pleasing 
and we are open to your comments 
but we do ask for your patience as 
we learn and continue to improve 
your senior center.

ThankYOUpalooza!
As a way to thank and celebrate you, 
we are hosting a ThankYOUpalooza 
the week of Thanksgiving. Make 
plans to join us!

• Nov. 21: Free Pancake 
Breakfast where the Jacks will 
be flipped from 9-10 a.m. by 
our appreciative staff. Be sure 
to register in advance and plan 
to stay for FREE bingo.

• Nov. 22: We’re rolling back 
the price of lunch to $1.50 and 
will include a special treat 
baked just for you! If our noon 
lunch is not possible, stop by 
for your treat! 
• Nov. 23: It’s Buckeye 
Tailgate time, complete with 
games, beer (root) and brats! 
To celebrate Ohio State and 
Michigan’s 114-year rivalry 
since 1897 we’re charging just 
$1.14 for this fun. Wear your 
scarlet and grey and get ready 
to cheer OH…IO! Party starts 
at noon; advanced registration.

Recreation & Parks Department
3810 Veterans Memorial Drive

Hilliard, Ohio 43026
(614) 876-0747

www.hilliardohio.gov

Senior 
Center

PHYLLIS A. ERNST

PLAY!
Newsletter
VOLUME 33, NO. 5

NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2011

PRESORT STD
US Postage Paid
Permit No. 37
Hilliard, OH

Special Holiday Hours
The center is closed on: Nov. 11, 

24, 25, Dec. 23, 26 and Jan. 2. 
The center closes at 2 p.m. Dec. 

27-30.

Our ThankYOUpalooza for you!

THANK YOU!
THANK YOU!

THANK YOU!
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