
 

 

 

November 2, 2018 
 
City of Hilliard, Engineering Division 
3800 Municipal Way 
Hilliard, OH  43026 
 
ATTN: Letty Schamp, PE 
 Deputy City Engineer 
 
RE: Jerry Spears Funeral Home – 5505 Hyde Park Drive 
 Vehicular Site Trip Generation 
 
Dear Letty: 

As requested, this trip generation report has been prepared to estimate the vehicular site-generated trips for the 
proposed funeral home at 5505 Hyde Park Drive.  According to the City’s Guidelines for the preparation of Traffic 
Impact Studies, a traffic impact study may be required based on a number of factors, the most applicable of which 
for this development is whether the site generates more than 100 vehicle trips per hour of an average day.   

The funeral home is to be in the existing building on site that has previously served as a church.  According to the 
Franklin County auditor’s website, the existing building is listed at 4,560 square feet.  The Institute of 
Transportation Engineers’ (ITE) Trip Generation Manual, 10th Edition was used to estimate the site-generated 
trips related to the previous church land use.  Because of the small size of the existing building, the square 
footage falls outside the low end of the range of data for the majority of the time periods in the ITE manual.  
However, in referencing the data, it appears that a church of this size would have less than ten (10) peak hour 
trips on weekdays and Saturdays.  On Sundays, ITE data suggests that a church of this size would generate 
between 46 and 101 peak hour trips, depending on whether the average rate equation or the fitted curve equation 
is used.  It should be noted that the ITE Trip Generation Handbook 3rd Edition indicates that because the R2 value 
is less than 0.75 and the standard deviation is greater than 55 percent of the weighted average rate, the collection 
of local data is recommended to estimate site-generated trips for the church land use.  For reference, data sheets 
from the ITE manual for the Church land use (LUC 560) are attached. 

For the funeral home land use, the ITE manual does not have data to predict site-generated trips.  This funeral 
home is intended to accommodate visitations and funerals.  The building is limited to accommodating one funeral 
or visitation at a time.  According to the project owner, the number of people that attend visitations and funerals 
varies significantly from occasion to occasion.  As a result, estimating site-generated trips for this funeral home is 
not straight-forward, but may be best estimated based on experience of the project owner at their existing 10,000 
square foot facility, which is outlined below. 

Most funeral services are held at 10:00 am and 1:00 pm, both of which are outside the typical roadway peak 
traffic periods.  Funeral services last for approximately ½ hour.  Processions from the funeral home to the 
cemetery are typically assisted by a police escort.  Based on this information, funeral services are not expected to 
have a significant impact on traffic operations. 

While some visitations begin between the hours of 2:00 and 4:00 pm, peak times for visitations are between 6:00 
and 8:00 pm.  Typically, attendance at Spears’ visitations has ranged between 30 and 100 visitors over a three-
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hour period.  Assuming an average vehicle occupancy of two people per vehicle, approximately 50 vehicles would 
be expected to enter and exit the site over the three-hour period, or about 20 vehicles per hour.  This translates 
into 40 total trips per hour; 20 entering and 20 exiting.  This number of trips is near the low end of the Sunday site-
generated trips for the church, indicating that the number of trips expected to be generated by the proposed 
funeral home is likely similar to that of the previous land use.  Also, this number of trips is below the number that 
would require a traffic impact study. 

For reference, an online search revealed a trip generation study performed at another funeral home in 
Worthington, Ohio that is 11,734 square feet in size.  The study was performed for a new site in Grove City, Ohio.  
The Worthington Study is attached as background information.  That study found that over a nine day period, the 
peak weekday trip generation of 31 total trips occurred during the Friday afternoon peak hour and the peak 
weekend trip generation of 71 total trips occurred on a Sunday.  Considering the difference in square footage, the 
findings from the Worthington study are in line with the number of trips expected for this site. 

I hope this report adequately addresses your concerns for this site.  If you have any questions or if there is any 
additional information you need, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

 
Sincerely, 
THE KLEINGERS GROUP 
 
 
 
Mark W. Nolt, PE, PTOE 
Traffic Engineer 
 
Enclosures: ITE Trip Generation Charts for Church Land Use (LUC 560) – 8 pages 
 Smart Services 7/27/18 Funeral Home Trip Generation Study – 3 pages 
























