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Qverview

The Vehicle Pursuit policy was reviewed and updated on April 15, 2019, The purpose of
the update was to ensure the division’s pursuit policy was in line with law enforcement
best practices as well as the division’s mission and core values.

The old pursuit policy (Policy 315} incorporated both Emergency Vehicle Operations and
Vehicle Pursuits. Lexipol recommends separate policies; therefore, new policies have been
created for Vehicle Pursuits (Policy 307) and Emergency Vehicle Operations (Policy 308).

Policy 307 Vehicle Pursuits defines a vehicle pursuit as an event involving one or more
peace officer attempting to apprehend a suspect who is trying to avoid apprehension while
operating a motor vehicle by using high speed or other evasive tactics, or driving in a legal
manner but willfully failing to yield to an officer’s signal to stop.”

Per Policy 307, officers are authorized to pursue motor vehicles when the officer has
reasonable suspicion to believe the suspect(s) involved in the motor vehicle pursuit
committed:

An offense of violence as defined in section 2901.01 (A)(9) of the Ohio Revised Code;
A sex crime involving juvenile victims;

The crime of Criminal Child Enticement; or

When the suspect’s continued or imminent actions present a danger to human life or
may cause serious physical harm to themselves or others (Example: a suicidal driver
creating a substantial risk to innocent civilians).

b oo

Annually, the Division reviews and analyzes the data collected from Pursuit Reports. In
addition, a four-year look back was conducted to compare and analyze the data in an effort
to identify trends that may indicate training needs or policy modification.
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Pursuit Analysis

A data summary report for HPD 2019 pursuits is located in the appendix of this
document. The report captures pursuit factors and suspect demographic
information.

In 2019, HPD reported six vehicle pursuits, which is consistent with the last four-year
average (7). Four pursuits were conducted prior to the policy change and two were
conducted following the change.
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The Division also shares pursuit data with the International Association of Chiefs of Police
(IACP) Pursuits database. The database provides pursuit data from police agencies across
the nation. Twenty-one jurisdictions of similar geographical size and population to Hilliard
also entered pursuit data into the database. The average number of pursuits in 2019 for
similar reporting agencies was 8.28. Based on this review, HPD pursuit numbers are in line
with comparable reporting jurisdictions. The Data Summary Report for HPD and
comparable departments can be found in the appendix of this document.
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Pursuit Justification

In 2019, three pursuits were initiated for traffic related offenses, one pursuit was initiated
for misdemeanor warrants on the vehicle owner and two involved non-violent felony
offenses. Comparing 2015 - 2018 data on justification for pursuits shows a similar trend
with traffic related offenses being the primary reason for officers to initiate a pursuit.

PURSUIT JUSTIFICAITON
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Pursuit Distance
From 2015 through 2018, 64.2% of pursuits were under two miles in length. In 2019, four,
or 66.6%, of pursuits concluded after two miles or less.

Length Miles 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total
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Pursuit Duration

From 2015 through 2018, 71.4% of pursuits were under two minutes in duration. The
majority of those pursuits lasting less than one minute. In 2019, 66.6% of pursuits lasted
less than two minutes.
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Pursuit Time of Day and Day of the Week :
With the low occurrence of pursuits, there is no discernable pattern related to the number

of pursuits and the time, or day in which they occur. However, an observation in 2019
showed four pursuits occurred on a Thursday. No common factor could be found to
indicated this is nothing more than coincidental.

A conclusion can be made that the majority of pursuits occur on Second and Third Watch.

Pursuit by Watch 2015
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2019 Pursuit Time/Day Matrix

Hour Sun Tues Wed ri Total
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Termination Reasons

In 2019, one pursuit ended as a result of the driver voluntarily stopping, four pursuits were
discontinued by division personnel, and one pursuit ended by police intervention. The
police intervention incident involved the ramming of a reckless driver.

From 2015 through 2019, the data illustrates that approximately 52% of pursuits conclude
due to officers/supervisors discontinuing the pursuit.

Reason for

g 3 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total
Termination

Driver Stopped i
Officer

Discontinued
Supervisor
Discontinued

Violator Eluded
Police S R :;
Intervention SR

Suspect Crash

Suspect Vehicle :
Disabled

Apprehensions Rate
In 2019, four pursuits resulted in the arrest or identification/charging of the driver. The
driver was not identified in two of the pursuits.

The data indicates an arrest/ID rate over the last five years to be approximately 61.8%.

Apprehension Arrest/
SEati 201982016 2017 ~2018 2019 ID Rate

[None [ S |
Delayed - After e - P
Termination : : | . . 32"4%

Arrest/ID Rate by
Year

50.0% 75.0% 50.0% 66.7% 66.7%
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Policy Compliance
All pursuit reports are reviewed by the on-duty supervisor as well as a chain of command
review to ensure policy compliance. In 2019, two pursuit were determined to be outside of

policy.

One policy violation occurred under the old pursuit policy and one violation occurred
under the new policy.

Compliance Factor 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total
Within Policy i

Not within Policy
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Conclusions
Pursuits by division officers are a rare occurrence. In 2019, Division personnel conducted
approximately 6,139 traffic stops, with only 6 pursuits.

The division’s pursuit rate has remained relatively consistent over the last few years,
although there was a spike from 2015 - 2016. HPD pursuit rate is also consistent with
similar IACP reporting departments.

Pursuit duration and distance traveled reflects sound judgement on behalf of the officers
and supervisors monitoring the pursuits. The relatively short distance and duration
coupled with the discontinuance rate is indicative of division personnel carefully balancing
the danger to the public created by the pursuit against the need to immediately apprehend
the offender. This is an important observation since the majority of pursuits are initiated
for traffic related offenses.

The apprehension rate is relatively high, even in cases in which a pursuit was discontinued.

The pursuit review process is comprehensive and complete. The multi-layer review
process ensures policy compliance. In addition, violations of policy are documented and
addressed through remedial training and the disciplinary process.

Recommendations

While the frequency of pursuits is low, the risk remains extremely high. This low
frequency/high risk relationship requires an emphasis on training, tactics and
accountability.

In 2020, the Ohio Collaborative plans to issue a Standard for Vehicle Pursuits. 1am pleased
to report that with our recent policy update, the division will be in compliance with the
Vehicle Pursuit standards. The standard requires, at a minimum, thirteen policy
statements, one of which is the completion of this report.

Recommendations include:

Continue annual training on vehicle pursuit policy, pursuit best practices and safe driving
techniques.

Continue to be proactive in the area of officer safety through emphasis on the Below 100
Initiative. This should be accomplished through roll call training, reviewing local and
national pursuit incidents, supervisory debrief with involved personnel on pursuit
incidents and general officer safety awareness bulletins.

Consider tracking cases of Failure to Comply in which an officer does not initiate a vehicle

pursuit. This information should be included in the pursuit analysis to show cases where
officers follow policy and do not initiate a pursuit.
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Hilliard Division of Police

Appendix
Hilliard Pursuit

DATA Summary Report

10| Page






all | =PERILIGNSTRZ L =A JUIGNSPWIFEE=X NWANSPLIY=LSOYOBUNENUISRY=8d005S96 L 02T % LEAT%T L =PUIPSE L 0Z4T% L 4T %L =HEISP dse uadnjo/spodal/siaquiaiujau synsindyuiio) mmm

doj o} uunjoy <«

£98100
ON oiuedsiy IAO 4 doig Jaauqg o1 Aieq IMa -o1ell 6l 8.9
219000
umouyur umoudun ST panuiuoIsi 1921430 g8 Nieg Burpaads - oiyyes) 6 L¥S
UBIIWY PaNURuUolsIq 49410 05100
N B
umouun aeouy v 1osiat9dng ort wen - AUOJ24 JUS[OIA-UON -61 089
262000
uMOUHU( UMOEDEUE) {0 pPanuiuolsIq 122110 €L Hieg Buipaads - opjeilL o 99
59 uejseone Buipus . UOIIUPAISIUT 321]0 e Buiaip 990000 L59
A 1 o] ipuad 1 13 U] 221104 g8 Hieg SsSOpjoDY - Duel) 61
o uRjseone panujuoosig 61 12 - fouBaWapsI £10000 159
N ! o] € iosiasedng £01 Yoy yio PRSI %l
anen nedsns | sedieun /sy SEOEEE R z@u{mﬁ

Wd 0€-00:Z1 0Z0Z/2/} -91eQ Julld
9 :SUNsing [ejol Jo Junon
610Z/LE/ZL - 61.0Z/1/) :poLiad Hoday .
SI9AHO ||V :9doog Hoday
821|104 JO UOISIAI] pJelf|iY Juswiedag

poday [rejaq 12240

L,
it

sinsind 0z0Z/eiL






44 1 =PeRIWGNSARZ | =A HUIGNSPWIREE=X HUANGPUIDR=ASLOBUNeNIUS9IY=2d00SS86 | 0Z47% L E42%C L =PUIPRE L0242 %L 42% L =HEISP dse usoyjo/spodal/sisquistigeu synsindpyulBoymmm

Biodoemyi@synsind

10922 160 Xed  Q0G9°ZEZ LGS (B0 [261°82E°008 B4 [0l
§Z1.5G N ‘Ined jueg

{ 91N ‘oAU SEPPOOM LOLZ

991j10d 1O SIBIYL) JO UORBIDOSSY [BUO|jeLLIsIU]

‘pastasal siybu iy "a10d

10 SBIUY) JO UOIRIDOSSY |RUORRUISI 6L0ZG "L66L S0UIS SJapea| JUSIUSIoju
me] Buiatss - 3N 4oVl Ag noA o1 jybnouq st 3] ‘paatasal siybL: |y "9aljod

10 SJ8IY7D IO UCHEIDOSSY |BUCIEULBILY JO YJBL asiaas pals)siBal e g @SHnsind

synsind 020z/e/






Hilliard Division of Police

Appendix

Comparable Jurisdiction

DATA Summary Report
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