Fall 2020

FUN FOR ALL!

Municipal Park opens new pickleball courts & new
disc golf course.
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Division of Police

and half-smoked cigarette collected as evidence in
a burglary.

Some of the more random items include a pizza box label
and teeth whitening Kits kept for theft investigations, a
“Scream” Halloween mask, a cup of stale beer from a drunk
driving case, and even one small bag labeled “half of an
orange pill” seized during a drug investigation.

Drugs, cash, and guns are stored in a separately locked
“cage.” To make room for new items, guns are taken to a
scrap metal facility to be chopped up, while bulk amounts
of marijuana are burned at an equine cremation facility.
Pills are burned in a barrel, while needles are delivered to
the Norwich Township Fire Department for safe disposal.

A large portion of the stored items are paperwork, such

as bank statements and checks involved in fraud cases,

as well as cell phones, computers, and other electronics.
Vehicles, bicycles, and other bulk items are kept securely
off-site, while hazardous materials, including vape pens and
freworks, are stored separately for safety.

Harper also oversees the department’s Drug Take Back
Box, which is available for residential use in the HPD lobby.
Each year, the box collects about 350 pounds of unwanted
prescription pills from the public.

He also helps ensure offcers are properly preparing

Todd Harper serves as the property
custodian for the Hilliard Division of Police.
His job is to track every piece of property
impounded by Hilliard police officers.

evidence for storage. That means double checking heat seals
and labels and replenishing the supply of various plastic
bags, cardboard boxes, tape, gloves, and brown paper sacks.

Perhaps the most important part of the job is documenting
the chain of custody. Harper says he can tell exactly who
has been in contact with any item and when. Those details
are crucial should the integrity of a piece of evidence be
called into question during court.

For that reason, offcers submit their items through a secure
locker process when Harper isn’t in the offce. Some could
argue he has the most important, but least known, job

at HPD.

“It’s a room you don’t want multiple people to have access
to,” he said. “Not even the chief of police has a key.”

Detective Sgt. Suzanne Muraco, who serves as Harper’s
supervisor, said the agency is grateful for his expertise.
Other police agencies contact him for advice, she said.

“He works hard, keeps great records and is motivated to
keep the property room running smoothly,” Muraco said.
“Todd is our best-kept secret.”

Bl Andrea Litchfeld,
HPD Public Relations Specialist
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 RENTAL

The Hilliard Division of Police is warning renters to be on
the lookout for rental scams.

Here’s how it works: The scammer fnds a home listed for
sale online and uses the photos to advertise for a rental
property. When a prospective renter reaches out, they’re
asked to send money for a deposit. By the time the renter
realizes the property isn’t actually available for rent, it’s
too late.

HERE ARE SOME THINGS TO LOOK FOR WHEN
DETECTING THE SCAM:

 They don’t want to meet in person. A good landlord
will want to meet renters frst.

» They want you to send a deposit before seeing the
house in person. Usually, it’s because the so-called
landlord doesn’t have access to the property.

* They ask you to wire or mail money. Never send
money to someone you meet online.

* The price is too good. A rent amount far below market
average is a sign of a potential scam.

* There is no screening process. Most professional
landlords have a screening process in place to ensure
reliable tenants.

If you think you may have been a victim to a scam in
Hilliard, call HPD at (614) 876-7321. It’s also a good idea
to fle a complaint with the listing website.

M Andrea Litchfeld,

HPD Public Relations Specialist

DORA TO CONTINUE
THROUGH
SEPTEMBER WITH
SUNDAY HOURS

Outdoor dining and beverages in Old Hilliard will
continue through the end of September as a result of
an executive order extending the Designated Outdoor
Refreshment Area (DORA) through Sept. 30.

Due to the DORA’s popularity, City Council gave City
Manager Michelle Crandall the authority to extend the
outdoor district through the end of September.

In addition to continuing the current DORA hours of 4-9
p.m. Wednesdays through Fridays and 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturdays, this new order allows for Sunday hours from
11 a.m.to 9 p.m.

“This order creates additional opportunities for the
public to enjoy dining in Old Hilliard and support the
City’s area businesses, while still providing additional
outdoor seating areas for appropriate social distancing
during this global pandemic,” Crandall said. “The
DORA safely expanded dining areas in a way that
allowed for social distancing at a time when state
requirements for restaurants limit the number of patrons
inside.”

H David Ball,
Communications Director

DO | NEED A PERMIT?

Residents who are interested in building or remodeling
must obtain a permit before construction. This applies to
any internal or external structural alteration or addition.

Before starting any project, please contact us to see if you
need a permit.

Common projects that require permits include:

» Basement fnishing
» Decks
 Driveways

» Electrical work

e Fences

» Hot tubs

» Room additions

» And more

Questions? Visit hilliardohio.gov/permits-applications.

B David Ball,
Communications Director
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Hillhiard's Parks

From wooded areas to athletic facilities, Hilliard’s
Recreation and Parks Department maintains 24 developed
parks that provide diverse recreational and leisure activities
for the community. The department also organizes

special events, maintains municipal pools, and sponsors
educational, ftness, and volunteer activities for community

members of all ages.
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By providing a clean, safe and well-maintained
environment with a friendly, professional and wholesome
atmosphere, the Recreation and Parks Department takes
pride in providing endless economic, social and health

benefts to the Hilliard community.










CONTACT US

Municipal Building
3800 Municipal Way
Hilliard, Ohio 43026
(614) 876-7361
hilliardohio.gov

Hilliard Division of Police
5171 Northwest Parkway
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

(614) 876-7321 (Non-emergency)
hilliardohio.gov/police

Hilliard Community Center
3800 Veterans Memorial Drive
Hilliard, OH 43026

(614) 876-5200
hilliardohio.gov/recreation-parks

Senior Center

3810 Veterans Memorial Drive
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

(614) 876-0747
hilliardohio.gov/senior-center

Hilliard Family Aquatic Center
3850 Veterans Memorial Drive
Hilliard, OH 43026

(614) 876-4296
hilliardohio.gov/pools-passes

Clyde “Butch” Seidle Community Pool
4450 Schirtzinger Road

Hilliard, OH 43026

(614) 334-4024

hilliardohio.gov/pools-passes

Ballfield Rainout Line
(614) 470-5413

Accuracy of Information

Information regarding City policies and practices included
in this program guide is as accurate as possible as of the
publication date. More comprehensive information is
available at hilliardohio.gov and from City staff. The City
reserves the right to modify its policies and practices at any
time deemed necessary to ensure a safe and high-quality
customer experience. Such updates will be refected on the
website.

Photos and Video

By participating in a program or by visiting a park, facility
or event associated with the City of Hilliard, you agree to
appear in published photos or video taken by the City for
marketing purposes. Thank you for helping us highlight our
programs and services.

hilliardohio.gov/jobs

to learn more.







