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City Council has named one of the community’s parks in 
honor of the ýrst known black family to have settled in what 
is now the City of Hilliard.  
Merchant Park, located near the current trailhead of the 
Heritage Rail Trail close to where the communityôs ýrst 
train depot once stood, will be ofýcially dedicated in late 
2021. 
In addition to the Merchant family’s rich history in Central 
Ohio, the Merchant surname also provides a coincidental 
double meaning for Hilliard’s new park, as goods for local 
merchants were delivered at the train depot associated with 
Hilliard’s founding. 
In 1850, Yammer and Tabitha Merchant and their seven 
children moved to present-day Hilliard from Virginia as 
part of a movement of previously enslaved individuals who 
had received freedom upon the death of their enslavers.
The Merchants settled in what is present-day Brookýeld 
Village, becoming landowners and neighbors with other 
families whose names are still familiar in Hilliard today: 
Frazell, Fisher, Thomas, and Roberts.
Yammer Merchant bought the land with money he was 
given by his former enslavers, who gave his family the 
freedom, money, and horses to start a new life.
The Merchant family’s ancestry can be traced to a well-
known civil rights attorney in Columbus, John Waddy 
Jr., who is a descendant of Miles Merchant, and Merchant 
“family historian” Evonne Merchant Grant, whose research 
provides more insight into the Merchant family and their 
beginnings.
According to Grant, education and faith were foundations 
for the Merchants, who insisted their children stay in school 
to continue their education at a time in history when many 

young people dropped out to take jobs. College was also 
a priority for the family, including many of the Merchant 
family women. Fortunately, there were some colleges such 
as Wilberforce, Central State, and Oberlin that would admit 
black students, and some of the Merchants even taught  
at Wilberforce.
Religion also was key to the Merchant family. The 
Merchants were active in the Central Ohio African 
Methodist Episcopal Church and played a role in creating 
the Hilliard AME Church that existed at one time in  
Old Hilliard.  
Yammer and Tabithaôs son, John Merchant, was the ýrst 
family member to become a pastor. He was not the last, 
though, as many of Yammer and Tabitha’s descendants 
followed that calling in their lives. Many of their 
descendants pursued careers as teachers and preachers who 
advocated for black civil rights and education.
After the death of his ýrst wife, the Rev. John Merchant 
later settled in Delaware County with his wife, Keziah 
Depp. His unmarked grave is at Wesley Chapel Cemetery.
The Merchant family likely helped with the portion of the 
underground railroad that once ran up the Scioto River. 
A man named Pleasant Litchford, who was related to 
the Merchants through marriage, bought land in Upper 
Arlington that included the quarry between that community 
and Hilliard. He became the fourth-largest landowner in  
the area.
Historic records show a group of formerly enslaved people 
from Virginia settled near that area in 1832. 
Some of the descendants of the original Merchants remain 
in Central Ohio to this day.

Anna Subler,
Community Relations Specialist
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