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MERCHANT PARK DEDICATION
Descendants of the original Merchant family gather at 
the park that will be named in October in of honor their 
ancestors, whose role in settling Hilliard has been too 
long overlooked. 





When each of us decided to run for Hilliard City Council, there was 
one thing we all had in common: We wanted to make a difference in 
our community.
As individuals, we may have defined “making a difference” in 
various ways, but it always came down to improving community. 
Making a difference in the community is what many of the stories in 
this edition of Your Hilliard are all about. In various ways, the people 
featured here are working to improve Hilliard through their service.

•	 Read about a few of the dozens of men and women 
who volunteer their time and expertise to serve on City 
Council’s boards and commissions, sharing their passion for 
environmental issues and public arts or ensuring Hilliard’s 
development standards are maintained.

•	 Meet some of the dedicated volunteers whose passion for 
preserving Hilliard’s past ensures bygone days are remembered 
at the Hilliard Historical Society.

•	 Meet the Grile family, who have handed down their passion for 
public service from generation to generation.

•	 While many people know her as the woman who designs 
Hilliard’s roundabouts, City Director of Transportation and 
Mobility Letty Schamp is a passionate proponent of regional 
trails and other modes of alternative transportation.

All of these stories are about people making a positive difference in 
their community, but none of these stories are about superheroes. 
They are about your neighbors and your friends, who have decided to 
make Hilliard a little bit better.
In reality, every one of us makes a difference in the lives of other 
people every day through our actions. Whether that change makes 
the world a better place or not – well, that’s the question.
As you read these stories about everyday people making their 
community better by doing everyday things, ask yourself: How can 
you commit to make Hilliard a better place for yourself, your family, 
your neighbors, and for others?
Stuck for ideas?
Volunteer at the food bank, through your church, at a local school, or 
through a service organization.
Visit with an older adult. Mow their grass, paint their fence, or ask 
them to go for a walk around the neighborhood.
Organize a local clean-up event at a park or on your own street. You 
can even adopt and help maintain a Hilliard park through the City’s 
“Adopt-A-Park” program!
Donate blood.
Organize a charitable event.
Get involved in your local government. Participate in public 
meetings, like the ones that will happen later this year during our 
community planning process. 
Just be nice to others. Ultimately, if you’re looking to make a 
difference in your community, that’s a great place to start!
Enjoy this issue of Your Hilliard!CO
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When you find yourself enjoying Hilliard’s parks, 
restaurants, public art, and other amenities, thank the efforts 
of members of the City’s boards and commissions. 
Year in and year out, these passionate volunteers serve their 
communities by donating their time and expertise. For them, 
it’s all about making a difference. 
Kurt Schooley was named chair of the recently formed 
Recreation and Parks Advisory Committee (RPAC) in May. 
“The diversity of life experiences, careers, and interests of 
the committee helps to ensure that we will view the issues 
and projects in front of us with a very wide lens,” said 
Schooley, who works full-time at The Ohio State University 
as a Facilities Director. “RPAC’s projects are exciting 
because of the tangible, long-lasting impact they can have for 
years and even decades to come.”
The first items on RPAC’s agenda were reviews of the 
findings from this spring’s resident recreation and parks 
survey and community center feasibility study.

“This process will help determine a course of action for 
any future development, whether that be a new community 
center, improved or new outdoor parks or trails, and how the 
City and Recreation and Parks can best develop the recently 
acquired Jerman property adjacent to Municipal Park,” 
Schooley said.
During his coming three-year term, Schooley will be part of 
a committee that will give City Council recommendations 
on a variety of topics, including development of existing 
parkland, recreational facilities, and wellness programming.
“I’m so glad the City is committed to both improving the 
recreational opportunities already in place while also adding 
to their inventory with new facilities and programs,” he said.
Jay Muether is one of seven Hilliard residents serving on the 
Planning and Zoning Commission, a group that rules and 
advises on land use, planning issues, and proposed zoning 
code amendments. It also reviews zoning requests and 
development plans, among its other responsibilities. 

MAKING A 

DIFFERENCE
BOARD AND COMMISSION 
MEMBERS BUILD COMMUNITY 
THROUGH SERVICE
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Muether has served on the P&Z Commission since 2015. 
It’s a natural extension of his day job as vice president 
of Arcadis, a civil engineering company for natural and 
built assets. He says giving back to the community in this 
capacity is the right thing to do.  
“I’ve always felt I inherited a fair amount of common sense 
from my father,” Muether said. “Every board or commission 
that I’m familiar with can use as much of that as they can 
get.”
Since its inception in 2017, the Hilliard Public Arts 
Commission 
has been 
another group 
that has made 
a difference in 
the City. Chair 
Kelley Daniel 
and her team 
are working to 
help revive the 
downtown area.  
“I feel public art 
gives us identity 
and makes 
people aware of 
our history,” Daniel said. “It improves the quality of life and 
builds community.”
Daniel was instrumental in forming the Hilliard Public Arts 
Commission four years ago. Its most recent projects include 
a mural for the Hilliard Civic & Cultural Arts Center facing 
Wayne Street and “sunflower” traffic light boxes along  
Cemetery Road.
“I enjoy the fact that we’re seeing art in Hilliard now,” 
Daniel said. “It’s so rewarding that I get to be a part of 
beautifying the City.”
That same passion is held by City Council President Pete 
Marsh, who also serves as the Council Representative to 
the Environmental Sustainability Commission. Marsh had 
previously been a member of the Hilliard Evergreen Team, 
which ultimately formed the basis for the ESC, founded  
in 2011. 

“It has been incredibly rewarding to be a part of so many 
initiatives that have helped us to become a more sustainable 
community,” Marsh said. “From the creation of the Hilliard 
Green Spot program and the annual Earth Day event to 
making Hilliard the first community in central Ohio to have 
a Styrofoam recycling program, we have really made  
a difference.”
For Marsh and every board and commission member, 
volunteering to serve their community is about using their 
skills to make an impact each and every day.

“So many 
people get 
wrapped up 
in national 
level affairs, 
or perhaps feel 
like the things 
they want to 
improve in the 
world are just 
too daunting,” 
Marsh said. 
“When you 
take the time to 
engage and give 

back to your community, you can make a difference that is 
visible and enduring.”

Page 6, Left to Right: Kurt Schooley, president of the Recreation and Parks 
Advisory Committee, enjoys the baseball diamonds at Roger A. Reynolds 
Municipal Park. Jay Muether, a member of the Planning and Zoning Commission, 
looks over building sketches with City Planner John Talentino.

Page 7, Left to Right: Chair of the Hilliard Public Arts Commission Kelley 
Daniel poses in front of the Center Street Mural in Old Hilliard. Pete Marsh, 
Council Representative to the Environmental Sustainability Commission, works 

“When you take the time to engage 
and give back to your community, 
you can make a difference that is 
visible and enduring.”

— Pete Marsh













HALLOWEEN IN HILLIARD!
Hilliard homeowners showed their 
spirit and then some in the Hilliard 
Public Arts Commission’s 2020 
house decorating contest. Sharon 
Zeis won last year’s competition. 
Will you be the next winner? Look 
for more information to come for 
the 2021 decorating contest!

Each year, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 
sets the Trick or Treat date for cities in central Ohio.  When 
Halloween, Oct. 31, falls on a Friday, Saturday, or Sunday, 
Trick or Treat is held the Thursday before Oct. 31. 

It’s common for residents to ask, “Why not keep Beggar’s 
Night on Oct. 31?”  

MORPC developed the “Halloween algorithm” in 1993 
to provide a unified Trick or Treat date for central Ohio 
communities. When considering what to recommend, 
MORPC decided that hosting Beggar’s Night on a Friday, 
Saturday, or Sunday evening could interfere with weekend 
football and worship services, as well as increase the 
likelihood of impaired drivers being on the road. 

Because Halloween falls on a Sunday this year, the 
recommended Trick or Treat date for 2021 is Thursday,  
Oct. 28. 

Trick or Treat in Hilliard will take place rain or shine. 
Parents are encouraged to exercise good judgment in 
allowing children to participate. 

Make sure to say “Hello” if you see a Hilliard police officer 
on Beggar’s Night. They carry lots of candy! 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Beggar’s Night Set for October 28, 6 - 8 p.m.
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•	 Capital projects (new, replacement, and 
improvements, including roads and utilities associated 
with Recreation and Parks infrastructure development  
and maintenance)

•	 Art, culture and history facility and site acquisition, 
development, maintenance and operations

•	 Recreation, parks, health and wellness programing 
and services

•	 Special events programming and services

•	 Recreation and parks facility upgrade and 
maintenance

•	 Payment of principal and interest on debt issued by 
the City for the expenses listed above

THE PATH TO POSSIBILITIESTHE PATH TO POSSIBILITIES
DEFINING THE FUTURE OF HILLIARD RECREATION AND PARKS

On Nov. 2, Hilliard residents will be asked to approve an additional 0.5% municipal income 
tax, which will be entirely dedicated for recreation and parks, including design, construction, 
and operation of a new community center comparable to those in neighboring communities. 
The current income tax is 2.0%, which is paid by individuals who work in the City of Hilliard 

(regardless of whether they live here.) If approved, the tax will become 2.5% and will go into 
effect Jan. 1, 2022. Social security and pension income are not taxed as earned income, so will 

not be affected by the proposed change.

CHECK OUT THE POSSIBILITIES!
The City of Hilliard estimates the additional revenue would 
be about $7.2 million per year. This money will be dedicated 
solely for recreation and parks capital, programming, and 
operational expenses, including, but not limited to:

•	 New Community Center design, construction, 
maintenance and operations

•	 Trail acquisition, development and maintenance

•	 Athletic field and facility design, construction, 
maintenance and operations

•	 Parkland acquisition, development and maintenance

•	 Older adult programming, services, and facilities

SPECIAL
VOTERS
GUIDE
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YOUTH
Amazing Athletes P.E. 

Amazing Athletes P.E. is a game-based sports program 
designed to engage older children in active wellness 
through advanced physical fitness challenges and 
interactive sports lessons. This program will be held 
outside unless inclement weather occurs.
Activity No. 4531408
Instructor Amazing Athletes
Duration 6 Sessions
Location Aspen Shelter
Cost $85R | $100NR
Age 6 - 11 yrs

9/14-10/19
9/18-10/23

7 - 8 p.m.
10:30 - 11:30 a.m.

Tu
Sa

Date Time  Day(s)

Fall into Fun Rec-tivity Bag

Have your child put on their coziest sweater, breathe in the 
crisp air, and get ready to have an absolute ball this fall 
with this fantastic fall crafts and activities bag. Bags will 
be delivered between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. Sept. 24.
Activity No. 4530152
Instructor Rec Staff
Duration 1 Session
Location Delivered
Cost $15R | $18NR/Both Bags - $25R | $30NR
Age 4 - 11 yrs

9/24 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. F
Date Time  Day(s)

Excel Girls Volleyball League

This league for girls grades two through four focuses 
on the fundamental skills of volleyball as well as team 
concepts and communication. There is a one-hour weekday 
practice followed by a game each Saturday. All participants 
receive a team shirt. Wear athletic clothing and tennis 
shoes, and bring a water bottle. Knee pads are suggested, 
although optional.
Activity No. 453141
Instructor Rec Staff
Duration 6 Sessions
Location Community Center, Gym
Cost $90R | $108NR
Age 7 - 9 yrs

9/9 - 10/25
9/11 - 10/27

6 - 7 p.m.
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Th (Practice)
Sat (Game)

9/9 - 10/25
9/11 - 10/27

6 - 7 p.m.
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Th (Practice)
Sat (Game)

Date Time  Day(s)

Date Time  Day(s)

Age 10 - 12 yrs

Ice, Ice Cookies 

Tis’ the season for holiday cookies and cheer. Join us for 
festive cookie baking and decorating.
Activity No. 4530808
Instructor Rec Staff
Duration 1 Session
Location Senior Center, Multipurpose
Cost $10R | $12NR
Age 6 - 11 yrs

12/15 6 - 7:15 p.m. W
Date Time  Day(s)

Gobble Gobble Rec-tivity Bag 

Let’s celebrate the month of giving thanks. This bag 
includes crafts and activities that will encourage gratitude 
and spending time with those we love. What are you 
thankful for? Bags will be delivered between 10 a.m. and 3 
p.m. Nov. 19.
Activity No. 4530156
Instructor Rec Staff
Duration 1 Session
Location Delivered
Cost $15R | $18NR/Both Bags - $25R | $30NR
Age 4 - 11 yrs

11/19 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. F
Date Time  Day(s)

Learn more about
our Classes & Camps at

hilliardohio.gov/classes-camps
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SENIOR
Halloween Lunch

Come dressed in your favorite costume and enjoy this 
holiday lunch with special treats and a costume contest!
Date 10/28
Time Noon
Fee $6 Members / $8 Non-Members

Bingo

Enjoy free bingo on Thursdays right after lunch (12:30 
p.m. Memorial Day – Labor Day; 1:00 p.m. Labor Day – 
Memorial Day) with ProMedica, Norwich Springs Health 
Campus, The Forum at Knightsbridge, and Ohio Living 
Westminster-Thurber. Participants may bring a non-
perishable food item to donate to the Hilliard Food Pantry. 

Aspiring Writers Support Group

Weekly informal networking sessions for aspiring writers. 
Each person works on their own project on their own time 
and shares these with the group. They meet every Monday 
at 9 a.m.

Bible Study

Bring your own Bible and join this discussion! It meets the 
second and fourth Monday of the month at 10 a.m.

Billiards

Two billiard tables are available daily during normal 
business hours.

Bridge

Wednesday 9:30 a.m.

Craft Club

This group works on various projects for fundraisers 
and donations. Supplies are provided. It meets every 
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.

Christmas Lunch

Join the Hilliard Senior Center for a delicious Christmas 
feast!
Date 12/16
Time Noon
Fee $6 Members / $8 Non-Members

Noon Year’s Eve Lunch

Join your friends at the Hilliard Senior Center and ring in 
the New Year at noon! Of course there will be sauerkraut 
to bring good luck in 2022.
Date 12/30
Time 11:30 a.m.
Fee $6 Members / $8 Non-Members

Happiness Club

The Happiness Club is a fundraising arm of the Senior 
Center. Register by 4 p.m. the prior Wednesday to join this 
group for lunch, a business meeting, and entertainment.
Date 9/10, 10/8, 11/12, 12/10
Time Noon
Fee $6 Members / $8 Non-Members

Veterans Day Lunch

We salute all the men and women who have served our 
country. This lunch is open to all and free to veterans and 
their spouses. After lunch, enjoy a concert in your honor.
Date 11/9
Time Noon
Fee $6 Members / $8 Non-Members (Free to veterans and 
their spouses)

Thanksgiving Lunch

Featuring all the traditional favorites, including turkey, 
mashed potatoes, dressing, green beans, cranberries, and 
pumpkin pie!
Date 11/18
Time Noon
Fee $8 Members / $10 Non-Members

Cornhole 

Wednesdays 10:45-11:45 a.m. Sept. 8 – May 25. Check the 
monthly Senior Center schedule, as cornhole may not be 
available during Hilliard City Schools holiday breaks.

Cards

Hand & Foot: Monday – Thursday, 12:30 p.m.
Duplicate Bridge: Monday, 12:30 p.m.
Pinochle: Monday & Thursday, 12:30 p.m.
Beginner Bridge: Tuesday, 10 a.m.
Euchre: Wednesdays, 12:30 p.m.



SENIOR
Armchair Travel Program

The Ashford at Sturbridge invites you to embark on a 
journey across the globe on Ashford Air! This free monthly 
program takes place on the third Wednesday of the month 
at the Hilliard Senior Center and includes lunch. Enjoy 
learning about a new destination each month, and eat food 
themed to the destination. A reservation is required by 4 
p.m. the preceding day. Call (614) 876-0747 to register.

World of Travel: A Magical Christmas –
Orlando and St. Augustine

Escape to Florida to celebrate the magic of Christmas at 
the Gaylord Palms Resort. Marvel at more than two million 
holiday lights and acres of magnificent decorations sure 
to get you in the spirit of the season! Trip includes round 
trip airfare; transfers to/from the airport to the hotel; four 
nights hotel accommodations; day trip to St. Augustine; 
breakfast daily and two dinners; luggage handling; all 
gratuities, taxes, and service charges.
World of Travel Phone: (614) 451-4882
Book Online: worldoftravel.com

SENIOR HALL OF FAME

Honored for a lifetime of service, personal 
achievement and a positive image of aging, 
one or two senior citizens are inducted to the 
Hilliard Senior Citizen Hall of Fame biennially. 
Nominees may be living or deceased and 
should exemplify how senior citizens 
contribute to their communities and respond 
creatively to retirement.

Nomination forms are available online at 
hilliardohio.gov/senior-citizen-hall-of-fame, 
at the Hilliard Senior Center, the Community 
Center, and the Municipal Building. This year’s 
induction ceremony will be held at 5:30 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Oct. 6.

Po-Ke-No

Enjoy free Po-Ke-No with Bluebird Retirement 
Community on the fourth Thursday of the month at 10 a.m.

Open Studio

Artists can bring drawings or paintings to work on and 
meet other artists. Bring your own supplies. They meet 
every Friday at 9 a.m.

Indoor Walking

Walk the perimeter of the indoor gym on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m., and on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8 a.m. – 9 a.m., Sept. 7– 
May 27. Check the monthly Senior Center schedule as 
Indoor Walking may not be available during Hilliard City 
School holiday breaks.
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Fishing Ponds
A fishing license is not required to fish at any of the ponds in 
Hilliard City parks. Enjoy a day of fishing at Britton Farms 
Park, Hayden Run Village Park, Latham Park, or Roger A. 
Reynolds Municipal Park. All fishing is catch-and-release.

Disc Golf
Enjoy 18 holes of challenging disc golf throughout Roger A. 
Reynolds Municipal Park on our free course.

Horseshoe Courts
Eight blue clay courts in Roger A. Reynolds Municipal 
park are maintained and used by the Hilliard Horseshoe 
Club on Wednesday and Thursday evenings. See 
hilliardhorseshoeclub.org for more information. 

Pickleball Courts
Roger A. Reynolds Municipal Park is home to two pickleball 
courts. Pickleball is the latest sports trend for adults and 
seniors to stay active, healthy, and have fun!

Sledding Hill
Bring your own plastic or foam sled or snow tube to 
Hilliard’s sledding hill in Roger A. Reynolds Municipal 
Park. No runnered metal sleds are allowed.

First Responders Park
Vowing that “we will never forget,” the City of Hilliard 
created a place for reflection to pay tribute to first responders 
nationwide and to ensure the events of 9/11 are remembered. 

Hilliard’s Station Park
Hilliard’s Station Park is near the Old Hilliard trailhead for 
the seven-mile Heritage Rail Trail. This community event 
space contains an amphitheater, spray pad, multi-functional 
building, outdoor café tables, public restroom, and storage/
maintenance facility. Architectural features of the two 
buildings reflect the site’s past use as a train depot.

Heritage Trail Dog Park
Bring your pup to this safe place for off-leash play! The park 
has one acre dedicated to small dogs and three acres for 
larger dogs. The park includes a doggie drinking fountain. 
Pathways through the park lead to benches and shaded area.

Green Space and Fields
The City of Hilliard Recreation and Parks Department 
Field Policy was established to benefit a variety of 
youth sport programs in our community with a focus on 
recreational sports and resident-based organizations. These 
programs and organizations promote healthy childhood 
development through positive physical, psychological, and 
social development across a variety of sporting activities.

This policy establishes the guiding principles, 
requirements, procedures, and fees that govern the use of 
City of Hilliard fields. 
For more information regarding field rentals, contact Darcy 
Baxter at dbaxter@hilliardohio.gov.

Volunteers/Adopt-a-Park
Whether adopting a park or helping at community events, 
dependable volunteers make a huge difference in the 
community! If you’re interested in giving back to the 
community, contact Hayley Bush at hbush@hilliardohio.gov.

Sponsorships
Supporting Hilliard means supporting the community. The 
City hosts great special events that bring our community 
together, including City of Hilliard Freedom Fest on 
Independence Day, Celebration at the Station concert series, 
the holiday tree lighting, and more!
We’re always looking to partner with local businesses to 
create unique sponsorship opportunities. For information 
contact Angela Zody at azody@hilliardohio.gov.

Aquatics
Fall Splash Pads Information
The Clyde “Butch” Seidle Community Pool Splash Pad is 
open* free to the public outside of the regular pool season 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sept. 8-30. The Hilliard’s Station Park 
Splash Pad is open through the month of September from 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Both Splash Pads are closed for the season 
starting Friday, October 1, 2021.
Information regarding the upcoming pool season (2022) 
including opening dates and programming will be released 
in the next edition of Your Hilliard. 
*Subject to change due to weather.

PARK HIGHLIGHTS

SHARE YOUR TALENTS!
Do you have a special skill or hobby 
you are willing to share? Instructors are 
always needed to teach new classes  
and programs.

Stop in and fill out a class proposal form 
or email recandparks@hilliardohio.gov.










