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Special Council Meeting 
8:00 AM  July 5, 2022  

 
 

Council Members: 
Andy Teater President 
Omar Tarazi Vice President 
Les Carrier 
Tina Cottone 
Peggy Hale 
Pete Marsh 
Cynthia Vermillion 
 
 
 
Michelle Crandall, City Manager 
Diane (Dee) Werbrich, Clerk of Council 
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I. Roll Call 

II. Business 

22-24 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT 
WITH JACK CONIE & SONS CORP. (A/K/A CONIE CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY) TO REPAIR A SECTION OF A WATERLINE; WAIVING THE 
REQUIREMENTS OF COMPETITIVE BIDDING; APPROPRIATING THE 
NECESSARY FUNDS; AUTHORIZING AN EXPENDITURE; AND DECLARING 
AN EMERGENCY. 

Adjournment 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Executive Summary  
This legislation would authorize a contract with Jack Conie and Sons Corp. (a/k/a Conie Construction) 
to repair a section of waterline on Davidson Rd near the CSX railroad tracks.   Due to the emergency 
nature of this repair, this legislation includes a waiver of competitive bidding, an appropriation of funds, 
and the declaration of an emergency.       
 

Background  
On June 16th at approximately 6:30pm a contractor installing fiberoptic conduit along Davidson Rd. 
struck a 12-inch waterline near the CSX railroad tracks.   Water from the leak undermined the base of 
the railroad signal gate, which was subsequently removed, requiring a full closure of Davidson Rd. 
since the 16th.   The City of Columbus installed an additional valve on June 17th that allowed water 
service to be fully restored to all customers, but the damage to the waterline near the railroad tracks 
remains to be fixed. 
 
Normally, waterline repairs are the responsibility of the City of Columbus which, under an agreement 
with the City of Hilliard (attached) is generally responsible for maintenance.   The ultimate cost of these 
repairs is passed on to the City of Hilliard under the terms of the agreement.   However, on June 28th 
the City of Columbus notified the City of Hilliard that they would be exercising language in Section 3 of 
the agreement which exempts Columbus from responsibility for repairs in situations where damage to 
the system is caused by construction.   
 
Paragraph 2 of Section 3 states: “The Provisions of this Section shall not apply to any damage the 
water main distribution system caused by any type of construction or work in the vicinity of water 
mains.” 
 
Two informal bids were collected by the City of Columbus for the repair to the waterline.   
 
  Conie Construction Co.  $56,875.00 

Travco Construction     $130,369.34 
 

Staff is proposing that Conie Construction’s bid be used to execute a contract for waterline repairs.   
Due to the complexity of the site and the depth of the water main, the exact nature of repairs will be 
unknown until shoring can be brought onsite and the fiberoptic conduit removed from the top of the 
waterline.   It is possible that conditions will require additional repairs, particularly if damage to the 
waterline is more extensive or if the casing under the railroad tracks has been damaged.    
 
For this reason, staff is requesting that Conie Construction’s bid for the repair work be approved with a 
100% contingency in order to quickly implement any additional repairs that may be necessary.  Funds 
for this work would be appropriated under this legislation from Water Utility funds.  We anticipate that 
work will commence the week of July 4th, with subsequent repairs being required to the railroad signal 
gate that can only commence after the waterline repair work has been completed.      
   

Attachments 
• Columbus Water Service Agreement 

 

Subject: Davidson Rd Waterline Repairs 
From: Michelle Crandall, City Manager 
Initiated by: Dan Ralley, Assistant City Manager 
Date: July 5, 2022 

 Council Memo: Legislation (22-24) 
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Ordinance: 22-24 Passed: 

Page 1 of  Effective:  

 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH JACK 
CONIE & SONS CORP. (A/K/A CONIE CONSTRUCTION COMPANY) TO REPAIR A 
SECTION OF A WATERLINE; WAIVING THE REQUIREMENTS OF COMPETITIVE 
BIDDING; APPROPRIATING THE NECESSARY FUNDS; AUTHORIZING AN 
EXPENDITURE; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 
WHEREAS, on July 16, 2022, a contractor working in the City’s right-of-way struck a 12-inch waterline 

near the CSX railroad tracks; and 

 

WHEREAS, as a result, Davidson Road had to be closed and the water from the leak undermined the 

base of the railroad signal gate; and 

 

WHEREAS, due to a water contract between the Hilliard and the City of Columbus, generally Columbus 

makes all repairs to waterlines (the “Water Contract”); and 

 

WHEREAS, because the waterline was struck by a company performing construction, the City of 

Columbus is exercising language in the Water Contract that exempts the City of Columbus from making 

repairs in situation where damage to the system is caused by construction;  

 

WHEREAS, due to the City of Columbus’ exercise of this language and the desire of Hilliard to complete 

the repairs as soon as possible in order to open Davidson Road, it desires to enter into a contract in order 

to have the waterline repaired (the “Work”); and 

 

WHEREAS, it is the City’s best interest to move forward in order to complete the Work in a timely 

manner, rather than go through the public bidding process; and 

 

WHEREAS, Hilliard City Charter Section 6.13 permits City Council, with not less than 5 votes, to waive 

the competitive bidding requirement if Council determines that a waiver of the competitive bidding 

requirements is in the best interest of the City; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City desires that this Council waive second hearing/public hearing and that this 

Ordinance be passed as an emergency measure for the health, safety and welfare of the City and its 

residents in order complete the Work in order to ensure that additional work needed on the railroad line 

can be completed and Davidson Road can be re-opened. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Hilliard, Ohio that: 

 

SECTION 1. Pursuant to Hilliard City Charter Section 6.13, City Council hereby waives the competitive 

bid process for the Work because it is in the best interest of the City due to the need to complete the 

repair as necessary and in a timely manner. 

 

SECTION 2. An appropriation in the amount of $150,000 is authorized from Fund 304, Object 53/55.  

 

SECTION 3.  An expenditure is authorized in an amount not to exceed $150,000 from Fund 305, 

Object 53/55 which amount includes a contingency for any necessary change orders. 
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SECTION 4. The City Manager is authorized to enter into an agreement with Jack Conie & Sons Corp. 

(a/k/a Conie Construction Company) to complete the Work. The City Manager is authorized to make 

changes to the Agreement that are not inconsistent with this Ordinance and not adverse to the City.  

 

SECTION 6. The Finance Director is authorized to make any accounting changes to revise the funding 

source for any contract or contract modification associated with the expenditure of the funds. 

 

SECTION 7.   City council hereby waives second reading of this Ordinance and declares that it be 

passed as an emergency measure necessary for the preservation of the general health, safety, and 

welfare of the City of Hilliard and its citizens.  Emergency passage is necessary to ensure that the Work 

will be completed in a timely manner and ensure that additional work can be completed so that Davidson 

Road can be re-opened. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect immediately upon passage. 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Diane C. Werbrich, MMC 
Clerk of Council 

SIGNED: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
President of Council 
 

  
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Philip K. Hartmann 
Director of Law 

 

 
 ✓ Vote Record - Ordinance 22-24 
 Adopted 
 Adopted as Amended 
 Passed 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 
 Held Over 
 Referred 
 Withdrawn 
 First Reading 
 Positive Recommendation 
 No Recommendation 

 

    Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Andy Teater      

Omar Tarazi      

Les Carrier      

Tina Cottone      

Peggy Hale      

Pete Marsh      

Cynthia Vermillion      
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